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Your Eminence, the Most Reverend Metropolitan Paul, Your Excellency, Consul 
General of Lebanon in Victoria, Mr Henri and Mrs Lea Castoun, my beloved 
sisters, brothers, sons and daughters in the Lord,

The celebration of my 20 year sojourn with you in this holy church fills me with 
gratitude to you after God Who is the greatest and unique reason for our 
gathering.

Today you give me reason to recall twenty years that have passed since I left 
Beirut Airport with my wife, Khouryeh Nawal and my sons Ghassan and Ziad, 
having left behind our beloved daughter May, her husband Said and baby Jad 
together with relatives and friends. We moved through several airports 
carrying our apprehension, expectations and what seemed close to a spirit of 
adventure as we were uprooted from one place to go to another that was “at 
the end of the world”, as they say.

Our airplane landed in Melbourne Airport where I knew only the beloved Elie 
Naddaf and his family (who were from my parish in Lebanon) and Dr Imad 
Younes. What we saw in Melbourne Airport exceeded our expectations and 
refreshed us. Smiling faces greeted us with the all familiar “Ahlan wa Sahlan”. 
From the first day, October 10, 1990, we felt tranquility and peace.

From that day until this blessed hour, we have worked together, hand in hand, 
with brothers, sisters, daughters and sons who volunteer their time and 
energies to work in the church. We were met with numerous difficulties but not 
once did these take root in us. Instead, they would dissipate quickly and 
miraculously.

We do not speak of “achievements” (God forbid that we should boast except in 
the cross of our Lord). We aim to build the stone only as a means to gather 
and pray. Together, we try to live with God, to remain in His fellowship and to 
live continually in His presence.

Twenty years have passed and in them we have lived the sufferings of the 
Cross and the joy of the Resurrection at the one time. Many babies were 
baptised in this church and have since become young adults. Some believers 
have returned to the Church of the Apostles, as they call us. Among them are 
some priests, thanks to Sayedna's blessing. Numerous crowns have adorned 
heads and many of our loved ones have gone before us and crossed from this, 
the Church Militant, to the Church Triumphant. 

Twenty years have passed in which I have grown older and my responsibilities 
have become greater. What will I say to my Lord when, soon, I will stand in His 
presence and He will ask me about what He has entrusted to me? I tremble 
with fear in reality, not just in words. I entreat His mercy and loving kindness 
as I entreat your prayers to lessen the weight of my sins that I may obtain my 
salvation which is the purpose of my life.

The Church is the place of salvation. We need to draw strength from Her, each 
according to the gift that is given to him from above, and to help one another 



so we may arise together to meet God in the faces of His creatures with love. 
Are we not all His icon?

In our quest, we love and in this love we see the light and live by it. Our Lord 
is the Light and the Life and we endeavour to reflect this light that it may shine 
on all. Time passes, we strive and the Lord strengthens us. In Him we live and 
move. 

I thank my Lord for Metropolitan Paul's presence and blessing. I thank my Lord 
for your beloved presence here on this blessed day. I thank Dr. Batrouney who 
wrote the biography of this undeserving parish priest, the person who printed 
the book and who always gives of his efforts to make books available to 
facilitate our participation in the Divine Services. My great thanks go to my 
brothers and sisters who have worked and continue to work hard and to 
volunteer their energies in the continual and unrelenting work of the church. I 
thank God for the choir that helps us in lifting up our prayers to the Lord.

Again, I thank God for the precious and sincere love of everyone of you 
without exception.

May Sayedna's blessing be with all of us.


